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Moosburg on the Isar Stalag 7 A

Herbert Franz
Biirgermeister
Town of Moosburg

It 1s certainly unconventional that the establishment of the Prisoner of War camp,
Stalag VII A, is one of the important events in the history of the Town of Moosburg.

This has historical importance in that:

- The Town of Moosburg received little damage during World War II, due to location
of Stalag VII A.

- The buildings after liberation of the prisoners, gave thousands of Germans who were
displaced from their homes adequate accommodations.

- The camp was predominantly settled by refugees so an important foundation stone
for the development of the new Town of Moosburg was placed.

In view of this opportunity a memorial was established on the former camp area
in 1963, which was created by French artists, during their imprisonment in the camp.

Never the less, the town council decided, at the suggestion of the former
Catholic priest of the camp, Prof. Dr. Zieglers, to put a memorial cross on the cemetery
of the camp.

With it, not only the deaths of the dead of Stalag VII A should be honored, but
the dead of all wars. The memorial, a constant demand that peace between the nations
of the world should be established.

The people of the Town of Moosburg, support the town council in their hope
that this demand for peace in the world will be heard.
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Moosburg on the Isar Stalag 7 A
A short history of the town

Translation to English by Frau Louise Steiner, of Miichen

Vestiges of former population in this district can be traced back to the
Neolithic period (about 5000 B. C.). The discovery of one late Hellenic bronze
basin in the northern region of the town and of a second dating from the middle of
the Roman impenal epoch in its southern region is not sufficient to prove the town
to be of Roman origin, especially as the main arterial roads of the Roman empire
were passing at a rather great distance. However, considering the excellent location
of the chain of hills which seems to form a natural rampart, it must be taken for sure
that the actual city area of Moosburg was populated already at that time.

Nevertheless it was only in the middle of the 8th century A. D. that Moosburg
came into the light of history. The year 753 dates the first mentioning of a
Benedictine monastery, the founder of which is supposed to be a certain Count
Thiemo of Tulbach. But the fact that still for a long time the cementary church of St.
Michael's served as parish church, would indicate that it might be older. Whether at
that time, next to the monastery, existed also a citadel, seat of the counts of the
Sundgau who had been invested during the reign of the emperor Charlemagne,
cannot be proved by this time. However, it is a fact that the abbot Reginperth of the
Moosburg monastery was present at the dreat synod of Dingolfing in the year 772,
and that in the year 817, the Carolingian Louis called the monastery a royal abbey.

At that time occurred the removal of the bones of the martyr St. Castulus
from Rome, this giving rise to the erection of a new church, probably on the site of
the actual minster. At the synod of Aix-la-Chapelle the monastery was mentioned as
a third class monastery on the line of Metten and Wessobrunn, thus not belonging to
the rich religious settlements bound to pay taxes and to furnish soldiers. At the end
of the 9th century the count of Sempt is the superior of the monastery which later is
conveyed to the bishop of Freising by the Emperor Amulf.

Nothing we know about the fate of the settlement and the monastery during
the invasions of the Hungarians. But it is proved that already during the first
decades of the 11th century there existed a bridge across the river Isar, that
Moosburg belonged to the county of Ebersberg, and that nobles of Moosburg were
bailiffs at Moosburg and Isen. There are reports of a great fire, the transformation of
the monastery into a canons' convent in the 5th decade of the 11th century, and of
the nobles von Asch who, to the west of the hill settlement, erected their seat of
uunknown extent.
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Probably at the same time in the year 1171 the Duke Henry convoked a diet
at Moosburg, the foundation-stone of the new Romanic Castulus Church must have
been laid. The year 1207 is the first reliable date to prove the erection of the church.
In the adjacent castle of the counts of Moosburg a fire broke out which extended to
the sacral building. The counts erected their new castle on the southern periphery of
the settlement, the damages to the church were repaired within five years. On
October 21st, 1212, the inaugural ceremony was performed by the bishops of
Freising and Eichstatt, they consecrated the large three-naved basilica without
transept which throughout the centuries has been preserved up to our days.

By a land partition in the year 1255 by the two sons of Duke Otto the Noble,
Moosburg became a part of the newly established duchy of Lower Bavaria.

Count Conrad IV, the last of his race who died in the year 1283, was burried
in St. Leonhard's Chapel (now St. Ursula's Chapel) where his tomb-plate can still be
seen. The family's coat-of-arms which adorns as key-stone the Gothic vault of the
chapel, has become later the city-arms by an act of grace of the emperor Louis the
Bavarian.

The early 14th century was an exciting but glorious epoch for the Moosburg
people: the Duke Louis, who as emperor was given the surname "the Bavarian", had
fallen into dispute with the Austrian duke Frederic the Handsome because of his
reigning as a guardian for the minor heirs of the Lower-Bavarian lineage, this matter
having to be decided by arms. Moosburg, Landshut, Ingolstadt, Straubing and
Munich supported the endeavors of Louis to execute the will of the deceased Lower
Bavarian duke. On November 9th, 1313, the decisive battle near Gammelsdorf was
fought, up to the evening. Frederic, defeated, had to sound the retreat which
degenerated into a hasty flight across the rivers Isar and Inn. The victor gathered
much booty. Still in times of the occupation by the king of Sweden Gustave Adolph
arms and banners out of this booty were to be found before the high altar of St.
Castulus' Church.

The emperor's reward to the loyal Moosburg burghers was the granting of the
city-arms: the three roses on a white-red divided shield, and the concession of a
charter allowing them far-reaching rights, amongst them the right to fortify the town
by ramparts, moats and gate-towers which, though modified several times, existed
up to the 19th century.
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The construction of the new St. John's Church in the year 1347 to replace the
old St. Michael's Church as parish church, bears witness of the growing of the town;
its tower, a Gothic tally of the tower of the convent church, impersonates the
citizens pride. The townscape shows the two towers forming a couple of perfect
shape.

This was also the period when Moosburg reached its zenith on the field of
cultural life. The convent school was known everywhere as a center cultivating the
Latin language, and the choral songs proceeding from here cannot be imagined as
absent in the history of Old Bavaria. The "Moosburger Graduale", adapted by
Genzmer, experienced a new revival.

During the 15th century, when Moosburg in consideration of its privileges,
was called to the sessions of the provincial diet, the town developed into a rich
economic center; the fairs, weekly markets and cattle-markets still held in our times,
reach back to the said epoch.

A milestone in the history of art is the year 1468, when the foundation-stone
of the Gothic choir of St. Castulus Church was laid by duke Henry the Rich of
Lower Bavaria. The completion of the altar room and the erection of the large shrine
altar created by the Landshut master Hans Leinberger in early 16th century
demonstrate that on the field of art the canons would not allow to be put in the shade
by the former ducal capital.

Regarding Hans Leinberger very few authentic records are existing. We have
no authentic dates as to his birth, apprenticeship and death; we know only the works
he created during the period from 1513 to 1530. He lived and worked at Landshut,
where in St. Martin's and other churches we find works of his own hand. Moosburg
possesses, in addition to the high altar of St. Castulus, two crucifixes and an epitaph
of the canon Mornauer, called the plague votive relief. In the neighboring Feld-
kirchen we find in the village church a sitting Madonna with the Child, and in the
parish church of Erding a bigger than life-size choir arch crucifixus. The decade the
famous wood-carver worked at Moosburg has become a glorious period for this
town and the Old Bavarian art of the latest Gothic.

Regarding the development of the constitution of the town the year 1491 was

of particular importance. At this time Duke George the Rich of Lower-Bavaria-
Landshut made out "der Stat ordnung zu Mospupg".
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In the year 1503, after extinction of the Landshut ducal lineage and the
termination of the bloody war of succession, the town came again to the united
Bavarian duchy, then ruled by Albrecht IV.

By new privileges the dukes protected the interests of the town which was
loaded with considerable debts because of floods and continuous river channel
improvements; but it was a hard blow for Moosburg when in the year 1591 duke
William V and the prince bishop Emest of Freising decided to remove the convent
and the relics of St. Castulus to Landshut, intention which finally was realized in the
year 1599. By ducal order the minster became the parish church, the population
offering opposition to that decision through two centuries.

The year 1601 brought the end of long debates between the Landshut
government and the town council concerning the new fixation of precincts; 23 main
marking columns were erected to determine the enlarged city area.

The horrors of the Thirty Years' War began to approach. During the night to
May 5th, 1632, the Swedish general Gustave Horn entered Moosburg via the castle
of [sareck; the most important river crossing was in hands of the Swedes. King
Gustave a short attack intended to occupy Landshut, the entire corps of the
margrave of Baden-Durlach had stopped at Moosburg. After Adolph, the "winter
king" Frederic V of the Palatinate, and General Horn consisting of about 15,000
men had gathered on May 15th at the Moosburg camp, having to be maintained at
the expense of the citizens. Against payment of high contributions the latter were
redeemed from pillage and arson, and finally the Swedish units continued their
march via Freising to the elector's residence Munich.

Two years later - 1634 - Moosburg was again occupied by hostile military
forces which under the duke Bernhard of Saxe-Weimar and the Swedish field-
marshal Horn passed the town on their way from Freising to Regensburg, furnishing
proofs of the cruel warfare of that time. [n addition the great plague raged terribly in
the country.

Again in March 1648, the last year of the war, Moosburg had to lodge within
its walls troops under the generals Wrangel and Turenne, which for want of
provisions soon continued their march straight on to Dachau and Donauwbrth,
taking with them abundant contribution sums and booties dating from the battle near

Gammelsdorf.
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Equally during the Spanish War of Succession the town had to suffer the
horrors of war. Already during the second year -1702 - Austrian troops had entered
the town and remained there in garrison for ten years.

During the short period of peace the elector Charles Albrecht, the later
emperor Charles VII, granted the town a last charter and fixed the precincts which
at that time comprised 14,978 steps.

Again during the Austrian War of Succession Moosburg had to suffer the
quartering of foreign soldiers, when after a short armistice the Bavarian army units
and therr allies were defeated (1745.)

A new period of peace was just healing the sores left by the past war, when
in the last decade of the 18th century again hostile troops appeared before the town.

In the year 1796 the troops of the allies and the armies of the French
revolution met for the first time on German terntory. After the battle of Geisenfeld
which turned out in disfavor of the allies, French spy corps had forced their way
onward to Moosburg, but retired finally in view of the defeats in Franconia and the
Upper Palatinate.

[t was only in the year 1800 when stronger French army units under the chief
general Moreau advanced against Bavaria. By virtue of the Parsberg armistice terms
the French had the right to cantonments near the rivers Isar and Inn, and so they left
a small garrison also at Moosburg. After the fall of the Ulm fortress in the year 1805
the troops of Murat advanced via Freising towards Landshut, garrisoning at
Moosburg several divisions. On December 30th, a few days after ratification of the
Bratislava treaty of peace, the emperor Napoleon I, on his way back to Paris, passed
Moosburg, staying there for a short time.

In the year 1809 the Bavarian division Deroy, at the beginning of the
hostilities between Frenchmen and Austrians, set out from Freising via Moosburg to
Landshut, leaving a company with a gun to protect the Isar bridge. After Napoleon's
victory near Abensberg with the assistance of the main contingent of the Bavarian
troops, and after recovery of the Moosburg bridge, there were no further war events
for more than a century.

Moosburg began its economic development.
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The construction of the railway-line between Munich and Landshut made the
town accessible to economic life, so that already during the period prior to world
war I modest efforts of industrialization could be undertaken.

The history of Moosburg reports of many fires; still during the past century
two big fires have been registered, that of the year 1865 having destroyed nearly the
whole medieval townscape except a few Gothic and baroque houses, so that to-day
the city seems to date from the 19th century. The epoch between the two world
wars brought about the establishment of the first industrial enterprises which
meanwhile have become the backbone of economic life at Moosburg.

During world war II a camp for prisoners of war (Stalag VII A) was
established to the North of the town, where during five years thousands of soldiers
of many nations waited for the day of their liberation. On April 29th, 1945, they
recovered liberty, the town being occupied that same day by the American army.
Hard years of need and reconstruction had to be overcome, leading finally to a new
boom.

Moosburg did not forget the hard fate of the prisoners of war. In the year
1963 a memorial stone designed and created during the war by French artists was
unveiled on the former camp area. It bears the inscription:

"Stalag VII A'1939-1945
This memorial was createed in the year 1942 by French artists of Stalag
VII A
The love for our country helped us to overcome need and grief.
Erected in the year 1963 by the town of Moosburg."
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Moosburg on the Isar Stalag 7 A
History of the Prison Camp Stalag VII A (1939-1945)

1. The Beginning of the Camp (From the testimony of Colonel Nepf)

On November 22, 1939, Colonel Nepf inspected with regimental medical
officers Dr. Furst and Dr. Schatz according to the instructions from the headquarters
of VII Army Corps regarding the construction of Stalag (stands for Stammlager -
regular camp) VII A provided for on a tract of land north of the city.

The gentlemen were impressed neither by the poor conditions nor the
location. Down the [sar a marshy pasture land, towards the city a fertilizer factory
and a dairy, a house and a barn. The chosen place was hardly scenic or healthy
enough to support the erection of a camp. But, all the misgivings were of no use.
Someone in Munich insisted upon this tract of land for other good reasons. "In 14
days a camp must stand here, a camp for 10,000 prisoners of war," read the orders.

Members of the government labor service, under the command of Master
Sergeant Klopfer, began the construction. They set up a temporary delousing station
in the great room of the fertilizer factory, under the direction of the Medical Officer
Dr. Schatz. This temporary delousing station of Stalag VII A was designated as a
model showplace on February 14, 1940 at a conference of the camp doctors in
Berlin, although it by no means met the expectations of the camp commanders and
the infirmary doctors.

As the next step, 25 tents were set up for the prisoners. The first prisoners
came on October 19 at about 6 PM, there were about 200 Poles and 900
Ukrainians. It happened to once again be raining, coming down in fact in torrents,
and they were boarded for the night on the train.

On the 20th of October the first delousing began. In 15 hours 1100 Ukraini-
ans and Poles were deloused. Rain streamed down from the heavens. Only 500
prisoners could be accommodated in the covered factory hall. After the empty train
was sent away, the other 600 stood in the open air and had to protect themselves as
well as they could from the rain. Later the newly arrived Poles were quartered in the
so-called 'unclean tents."

Gradually order came to the camp. Until a barracks, or in some cases two
could be supplied, the sick bay was put to use even though it was too small. Also

Page 12





































































































































































